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Gascoyne Regional Road Group – February 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

Minutes - Meeting 2 - 2025/2026 
Gascoyne Regional Road Group Meeting 

20th February 2026 at 12:30pm 

Shire of Carnarvon Council Chambers 

 

 

Chairperson:           Cr. Hamish McTaggart - Deputy Chair: Cr. Burke Maslen 

Secretary: Kate Medhurst 

Gascoyne 

Regional Road 

Group Delegates 
(effective 27/11/2025)  

Shire of Carnarvon - Cr. Burke Maslen - Proxy: Cr. Mark Young 

Shire of Upper Gascoyne - Cr. Hamish McTaggart – Proxy: Cr. Jim Caunt 

Shire of Shark Bay - Cr. Mark Smith – Proxy: President Cheryl Cowell 

Shire of Exmouth - President Matthew Niikkula - Proxy: Cr. Jackie Brooks 

Attendees: Cr. Burke Maslen 

Amanda Dexter 

Colm Stanley 

Cr. Jim Caunt 

John McCleary 

Jarrod Walker 

Cr. Matt Niikkula 

Tom Carroll 

Cr. Mark Smith 

Michelle Fanali  

Brian Galvin 

Mark Bondietti 

Ross Rayson 

Kevin Pethick 

Kate Medhurst 

Janet Hartley – West 

Councillor - Shire of Carnarvon 

CEO – Shire of Carnarvon 

Executive Manager – Infrastructure – Shire of Carnarvon 

Shire President – Shire of Upper Gascoyne 

CEO – Shire of Upper Gascoyne 

Works Manager – Shire of Upper Gascoyne 

Shire President – Shire of Exmouth 

Manager Assets & Engineering – Shire of Exmouth 

Councillor – Shire of Shark Bay 

Executive Manger – Community Dev – Shire of Shark Bay 

Works Manager – Shire of Shark Bay (Teams) 

Policy Manager Transport & Roads – WALGA 

Road Safety Advisor – WALGA Roadwise 

Manager Budget & Programming – Main Roads WA 

Customer Service Manager – Main Roads WA 

Director – MWG – Main Roads WA 

Apologies: Cr. Hamish McTaggart 

Gaff Murray 

Dale Chapman 

Shire of Upper Gascoyne 

Main Roads WA 

CEO – Shire of Shark Bay 
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Gascoyne Regional Road Group – February 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

Minutes 

1. Attendance and Apologies  Chairperson 

1.1 Attendance and Apologies – see the above list 

Meeting Opened: 12:35pm 

 

2. Endorsement of previous minutes  Chairperson 

4.1 Previous Gascoyne Regional Road Group Meeting Minutes – 21st November 2025                  

 Emailed to the Group – 27th November 2025  

These minutes are a true reflection of the meeting - 

Moved:   Cr. Mark Smith         Seconded: Cr. Jim Caunt 

3. Business arising from previous minutes  Chairperson 

5.1  Actions arising from the Meeting – 20th June 2025 

5.2 

June 25, Feb 25, 3.2 (Nov 24) 7.2 (June 24) Shire of Exmouth Letter to Main Roads regarding a slip lane 

into the Airport terminal on Minilya Exmouth Road –  

Main Roads update –  

• The intersection upgrades have been completed. 

• The Shire of Exmouth is happy with the Outcome. They are in talks with Defence about what their 

turning lanes look like once construction is complete.  

5.3 

7.3 Shire of Exmouth – MOU with DBCA (Nov 25, June 25, Feb 25, Nov 24, June 24)  

• Update from Shire of Exmouth – Matthew Niikkula - They have been meeting with the Policy 

Advisor with DBCA to form the user agreement, similar to the one that they have in place with 

the Shire of Carnarvon. The Shire will continue to meet with DBCA. Shire of Shark Bay & Upper 

Gascoyne is interested in the outcome as they have a similar issue.  

Shire of Exmouth Update: No further updates. 

The Shire of Shark Bay has an interest in the same issue. 

Action Item: Kate to assist in writing a letter to the Minister of Department Biodiversity, Conservation & 

Attractions, Minister Swinburne, on behalf of the Group to assist with progressing an arrangement/MOU 

with the Maintenance of the Roads within the Shire Road network. Based on the agreement DBCA has 

with the Shire of Carnarvon.  

 

February 2026 Update: This item is outstanding -  The Shire has not spoken to DBCA about this any 

further. Kate to catch up with Matt to complete the letter. 

Action Item: 

• Colm Stanley to provide a copy of the Shire of Carnarvon’s agreement to the group. 

• Kate to write the letter on behalf of the group, with the Shire of Exmouth’s assistance.  
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Gascoyne Regional Road Group – February 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

5.4 

4.3 Letter to the Department of Transport regarding the WA Bike Network Grant – (Nov 25, June 25, Feb 

25, Nov 24) 

• No reply has been received other than advising the letter has been received. 

• Kate to send a copy to Mark, he can discuss it further with them. 

• Update November 25 – No further updates.  

• February 2026 – No Updates received 

• Mark Bondietti asked for the letter to be resent to him, and he will discuss it further at an 

upcoming meeting. 

5.5 

7.2 Sealed Roads Asset Preservation Costs – Emailed to SAC 10 December 2024  

Reply received and emailed to the group on 7 May 2025  

Discussion from the group:   

Disappointed in the response from SAC.  

The Asset Preservation Value Model was designed 35-40 years ago and has not had any major updates. 

The model is not well understood.  

Action: Hamish & Kate reply on behalf of the Group to the letter to acknowledge that it has been 

received and request that a review of the Asset Preservation Value model be undertaken to ensure that 

it meets the needs of Local Government now and into the future, with a model that can be understood 

more clearly. 

November 25 update: This is still to be completed – Needs further assistance to complete the letter.  

Letter to be written with assistance from John & Hamish. Supporting the findings from the Office of the 

Auditor General's November 2025 report – Maintaining Local Roads. Attached with Minutes. 

February 2026 update – Letter has was written and sent to SAC for their next meeting 

 

• There is movement in the background following the Auditor General's Report and the Department of 

Local Government is starting to action the recommendations from the report and discussing what 

could be done with the Asset Preservation Model for the future.  
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Gascoyne Regional Road Group – February 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

5.6 

4.1 Makeup of the State Advisory Committee – (June 25) 

John asked about the make up of the committee and would like to see Northern representatives.  

(Please note that the make-up of the committee is covered in the attached electors guide above in 

section 3.1) 

Action Item:  

Support the Motion that raised in the WALGA Zone meeting by writing a letter to SAC -  

The Gascoyne WALGA zone recommends State Advisory Committee WALGA representatives be made 

up of the following – WALGA CEO, 1 Metro representative, 1 Regional representative, 1 Remote Regional 

representative, 1 Remote Regional Representative based north of 26 parallel. 

The letter is to include that we support the makeup doesn’t have to be an elected member as per the 

SRFLG Procedures. 

The letter to be provided to the Pilbara, Kimberly & Goldfields Regional Road Group to consider. 

Moved: Cr Jim Caunt Seconded: Ben Lewis 

Carried: All 

 

February 2026 update – Letter has been written and sent to SAC for their next meeting 

• This has been raised at the State Council Meeting following the motion being raised at the 

Gascoyne Zone Meeting and will be going to the selection committee under the new WALGA 

governance charter. There will be a call from the nominations to the SAC committee.  

• Matt Niikkula (Gascoyne Zone Rep) will send it out once the nominations are open and all Local 

Government officers can apply, not just elected officials. The Governance charter has not been 

adopted yet; it's due to be voted on at the March State Council meeting. Once the terms of 

reference have been established, it can be discussed as a Group to put forward any nominations. 

Most likely out of session.  

 

5.7 

7.5 Shire of Shark Bay Speed review of Monkey Mia Road (Nov 25) 

February 2026 Update – This has been reviewed & assessed by Main Roads and is going through the 

relevant approvals and new signage to be delivered.  

 

5.8 

 

Office of Auditor General report – Maintaining Local Roads (Nov 25) 

Click here to read the report 

• John read out some of the report from pages 6, 21, & 22, then the Response from WALGA, 

followed by the Recommendations. 

Action:  

Endorse the report from the Office of the Auditor General, Maintaining Local Roads, and encourage the 

recommendations of the report, which could have been stronger with a review of the model.  

This action is in conjunction with the letter in item 5.7 – regarding the Asset Preservation Model review. 

Moved: Cr Jim Caunt   Seconded: Cr Burke Maslen Carried: ALL 

February 2026 update – Letter has been written and sent to SAC for their next meeting -  this is the 

same letter as above. 
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Gascoyne Regional Road Group – February 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

4. Correspondence  Chairperson 

4.1 

State Roads Funds to Local Government (SRFLG) Advisory Committee Agenda – 2nd December 2025 

Meeting –  

• Noted 

• Noting that other regions are looking like they are going to have an underspend, which might 

affect the overall state budget in the future.  

• SAC made an effort to redistribute money for this year from the underspend in the Metro and 

was awarded as shovel-ready projects in the regions. 

• Matt Niikkula (Gascoyne WALGA zone Rep) noted at the State Council meeting that there is a 

lack of contractors available across the whole state; they don’t have the time and resources. Most 

Local Governments do not have in-house crews capable of completing the work. Does this need 

to be addressed for the future? Other issues arise from this, such as housing, machinery, salaries, 

etc. 

• Mark Bondietti – Utilities, clearing and environmental permits are taking a long time to approve.  

• John McCleary – Poor planning is heavily to blame.  

 

4.2 
State Roads Funds to Local Government Advisory Committee Minutes – 2nd December 2025 Meeting -  

• Noted 

5. Standing Reports 

5.1 
Finance Report 2025/2026 – as at February 2026  

• Reminder to all Shires to approve any Road Asset uploads by November for 

upload to IRIS and updates to Asset Preservation Values.  

Kate Medhurst 

5.2 
• 2026/2027 project list –  

• Please let me know ASAP if there are any changes.   

• Shire’s of Exmouth & Upper Gascoyne are likely to submit new projects for the 

budget increases we received this year.  

Kate Medhurst  

5.3 
• Three-year Works program from 2026/2027 -  

• Noted 

5.4 Update from each Shire regarding the Status of the 2025/2026 Projects 

 Shire of 

Carnarvon 

Road Projects completed for the year. Speedway Road, waiting for clearance 

permits and the tender has been awarded. Minilya - Lyndon Road grid installation 

tender has closed and is being evaluated. French St is in the design phase.  

 Shire of Exmouth  
Road Projects have been completed. The shovel-ready projects to be completed in 

May. 

 Shire of Shark Bay 
Nanga Rd program has been awarded – April/May - Useless Loop Road – has 

been awarded to THEM and is due to start March/April. 

 
Shire of Upper 

Gascoyne 

Carnarvon-Mullewa Road has been completed. Cobra Dairy Creek is halfway done, 

might have an underspend, but will be able to spend on another project. I will 

advise the Group after the next swing. Remote Roads Program, starting this 

month, along with the Shovel Ready project on Landor – Mt Augustus Road. 
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Gascoyne Regional Road Group – February 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

5.5 
Main Roads WA Mid West - Gascoyne Region Directors Report   

• Learmonth Project - Works are complete 

• Min-Ex Road 3 x cattle grids removal - complete 

Other works completed this financial year: 

• Indian Ocean Drive Pinnacles Intersection improvements 

• Great Northern Highway Widening Between Mt Magnet and Cue 

• Great Northern Highway Wubin North Extension of Culverts ahead of future 

widening 

Works are currently under construction -  

• Brand Highway Widening Badgingarra to Eneabba, 1 new northbound 

Overtaking lane and 1 extension to an existing southbound overtaking lane 

• Brand Highway Footpath Bellimos Drive to Yalladong Entrance (On behalf of 

DOT) 

• Major Pavement Repairs across the region, including GMMR and GNH 

• Reseals across the region 

 

     Works planned for the rest of the year - 

• Great Northern Highway Widening Cue to Meekatharra – Tenders close mid 

Feb 

• Geraldton Mount Magnet Road Mullewa Township Repairs – Tenders closed 

early Feb 

• Bridges 0794 and 0793 on Midlands Road substructure repairs – Tenders closed 

late Jan  

In House Maintenance - 

• Late December, Main Roads completed recruitment for the road 

crews.  Carnarvon were successful with a total of 4 new starters.  Geraldton 

were successful with 6 new starters and Jurien Bay had one new member join 

the team.  Other vacancies are being filled with Labour Hire.    

• Brand Highway widening and passing lanes are being delivered through direct 

managed. 

 

      Post Cyclone Mitchell –  

• Confusing messaging from DFES, dropped Carnarvon to Watch and Act before 

the cyclone had passed. 

• Crews were sent out following the downgrade, but it was deemed too 

dangerous for them to be out on the roads. 

• Geraldton Mt Magnet Rd received some damage from flooding. Main Roads 

have submitted a form to request to activate the DFRWA funding. 

Janet Hartley- 

West 
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Gascoyne Regional Road Group – February 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

5.6 
Level 1 Bridge Inspections – due by 30th April 2026  

• Greenfields completed the inspections in October/November 

• Please ensure all reports at submitted to Main Roads Structure Team and cc in 

Kate to record that they have been completed.  

• All Shires have submitted 2025/2026 inspections. 

Kate Medhurst 

5.7 
WALGA Report – February update –  

• Response to the Auditor General’s report on road data collection obligations. 

This has been raised in WALGA, and they are meeting with Main Roads to 

discuss further and work together. WALGA has created a new position to help 

manage the data. WALGA has now collected all data for the Roads 2040 roads 

across the whole state. Max sent out the data collection to each Local 

government to access.  

• Action item for Local Governments: WALGA would like feedback on the 

survey completed – should it be expanded to all LG roads to capture all the LG 

Roads and save the costs to the sector?  

 

Mark Bondietti  

5.8 
Roadwise Report –  

• See attached report – click here 
Ross Rayson 

6. New Business 

6.1 
Shire of Shark Bay – Shark Bay Road & Shell Beach Road  

DBCA upgrades to improve safety to the entry. Does Main Roads know the Project delivery timeframe?  

 

Action: Janet to find out more about this project. 

 

Question: There is a similar entry at Nanga Road; the turn-off is at a broken separation line, and people 

overtake, leading to some near misses when people turn. The Shire of Shark Bay is requesting that the 

Line Marking be reviewed and could be completed at the same time to save costs.  

 

Cyclone Mitchell Feedback - community feedback from Shark Bay is that the Roads were closed too 

early, 24 hours before the Cyclone's arrival.  

 

Note from Main Roads – Shark Bay Road was originally closed from 6pm Sunday night with 4 hours’ 

notice. It was amended shortly after closing to northbound/westbound traffic closed and 

Eastbound/Southbound was opened for people to leave town. Always check the Main Roads Travel Map 

for up-to-date information.  

 

• All Local Governments are encouraged to submit their impact statements to DFES outlining the 

issues that they have had during this event.  

• Ensure that each Shire’s Cyclone management plans are up to date or created.  
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Gascoyne Regional Road Group – February 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

6.2 
Shire of Upper Gascoyne – John McCleary 

CA07 – Heavy Vehicles RAV conditions – the need for a letter (email) of approval has been removed – 

Operators are to notify (email) the road owner to advise them that they are using the road. 

• Working group to be established by WALGA to discuss further with Main Roads HVS. 

• WALGA’s position is that they do not support the removal of CA07 requirement for Operators to 

obtain a written letter of acknowledgment from the Road Manager. 

• Disappointed in the consultation from Heavy Vehicle Services with Local Governments. 

• Asset owners have reduced ability to monitor and get ahead of an increase in heavy vehicles on 

the road, and assess if the pavement is suitable for that volume of Heavy Vehicles. The RAV 

assessment only looks at the vertical and horizontal alignment of the road.  

 

Action item: 

• The Gascoyne Regional Road Group support the WALGA position that they do not support the 

changes to CA07 requirements, are disappointed in the lack of consultation with Local 

Governments, and support the reinstatement or until a satisfactory alternative is agreed.  

• Kate to write a letter to support the above action from the Group and forward it to Janet Hartley-

West to raise with HVS. 

 

Moved: Cr. Jim Caunt Second: Cr. Matt Niikkula        Accepted 
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Gascoyne Regional Road Group – February 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

6.3 
Minilya – Exmouth Road – Shire of Carnarvon 

The accidents have been increasing along Minilya-Exmouth Road and Coral Bay Road. The drop-offs and 

shoulders are quite deep, and many parts of Minilya – Exmouth Road are narrow. 

 

Action item: 

• The Shire of Carnarvon to write a letter to the Minister regarding the budget for the shoulder 

maintenance program or future widening project along Minilya Exmouth Road & Coral Bay Road.  

• The Group is to write a letter to support the letters from the Shire to be sent to the Minister.  

  

6.4 
Shire of Upper Gascoyne - Signage issues  

Signs are supposed to last a minimum of 3 to 5 years as per the Main Roads standard. 

They are only given 12 months warranty from the sign makers. They do not last long once installed, and 

the purchase and installation costs are very high. The reflective film is not durable, and the lights from 

modern vehicles’ reflections are very bright, posing a safety hazard and blinding drivers.  

Signs are costing a lot more if you ask for them to be made not to a Main Roads Standard.  

 

Action Item: 

• Janet Hartley – West said there was a trial in the Wheatbelt about signs being installed with 

Engineering grade, not class 1, signs due to lights in modern vehicles being too bright and the 

signs were installed with reduced reflectivity. Will follow up on the results and report back.  

 

• Kate will pass the question onto the Network Operations Manager to review and reply. 

 

Close of Meeting:   2:37pm                          Next meeting:  19th June 2026 at Shire of Exmouth 
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OFFICIAL 

Gascoyne Regional Road Group Report 

February 2026 

Improving Road Safety Performance 

Road safety knowledge has been improving over the years, however there is still a need to improve decision making when 

selecting and applying effective evidence-based road safety interventions. Effective interventions are those that reduce 

fatal and serious injuries.  

We know what works; however, current rates of safety improvements are indicating that business as usual will not 

effectively achieve the goal or targets set in the state and national road safety strategies.  

The table below shows the priority crash treatments for the Gascoyne region, (as identified in the 2019-2023 Local 

Government Road Safety Performance Report), showing the safe system applied interventions known to protect or alert 

road users. These interventions are known to be effective in reducing the impacts of these crash types though they need 

to be applied systematically and not in isolation to provide protection to road users and improve crash outcomes.  

Understanding the network through a road safety assessment tool, such as WALGA’s RoadWise LG Stars, will help to 

identify, plan and establish targets to improve the safety of the network in a proactive and systematic approach. It will also 

establish possible treatments which, if applied at a network level, will improve the safety performance of the network.  

 

Network Safety Ratings and Federal Blackspots 

As you are probably aware, following clarification from the Federal Office of Road Safety, Australian local councils can 

now use AusRAP (Australian Road Assessment Programme) and ANRAM (Australian National Risk Assessment Model)) 

results to nominate locations for Federal Black Spot programme funding.  

Assessment results may be used independently to support proactive funding nominations – no further Road Safety Audit 

or Safe System Assessment is required. 

What this means for Councils: 

• Appropriate speed 

• Roadside barriers 

• Line marking 

• Paved shoulders 

• Audible lines 

• Protected roadside hazards 

• Consistent road design 

• Vehicle technology & passive 

safety features 

• Appropriate speed 

• Roadside and median barriers 

• Line marking 

• Audible lines 

• Wide centre lines 

• Paved shoulders 

• Advanced hazard warnings 

• Consistent design 

• Vehicle technology & passive 

safety features 

 

• Appropriate speed 

• Infrastructure separation 

• Grade seperation 

• Dual use paths network 

• Raised crossings 

• Pedestrian refuge islands 

• Improved lighting 

• Vehicle technology 

Run-off-Road Non-Collision Hit Pedestrian 
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WALGA RoadWise, Gascoyne Regional Road Group Report, February 2026  

 

OFFICIAL 

• Proactive approach:  Council can nominate Black Spot projects based on risk without having to wait for crashes, 

or deaths, to occur. 

• Evidence-based improvements: Targeting locations backed by AusRAP data will make for stronger, more 

defensible funding applications. 

• National consistency: If contrasting advice is received from State/Territory panels, Councils are encouraged to 

discuss it with the NTRO as the Office of Road Safety advised NTRO they will ensure all state and territory panels 

are updated on the guidelines. 

This clarification empowers every Australian Council to take proactive, data driven action to improve safety and to 

reduce trauma impacting local communities on their roads. 

https://irap.org/2025/09/new-funding-pathway-opens-for-australian-councils-to-improve-dangerous-roads-before-

crashes-occur/  

Blackspot Funding Applications 

Paul Starling Local Government Road Safety Manager, Main Roads, is available to assist all Local Governments in Black 

Spot application preparation. This includes – 

• Identifying appropriate locations where Black Spot funding may be an suitable source to pursue 

• Selecting treatments that will achieve the best road safety outcome for the crash types of concern 

• Reviewing applications before submission to ensure all aspects have been addressed and communicated clearly 
and effectively and that all required information is supplied within the application.  

• Undertaking Road Safety Inspections (Audits) to support and evidence crash risk at locations that have limited 
crash data available to support an application.  

• Providing support and training to staff in Black Spot process and applications 

Whilst the next round of funding applications isn’t likely to open until April – May 2026 it’s extremely important to note 

that if you request Paul’s assistance in any of the above, that you contact him as soon as possible (email is best) to 

schedule a time to meet and discuss what your plans are can begin to formulate the best way forward to progress a 

potential application.  

In addition, for projects that are successful and funded and require Design Audits / Pre-Opening Audits etc as part of the 

funding requirements, Paul can also assist with these.  

This preparation for Blackspot funding applications is important as it lessens the likelihood of: 

• Projects not being funded as the proposal would only go part way in reducing the overall crash risk 

• Projects being funded for treatments that don’t fully achieve the desired safety outcome, which often results in 

the asset owner having to fully fund the additional works  

Mian Roads WA provides this service to all Local Governments in Western Australia at no charge. 

Major Achievements 

A key element of the RoadWise Council initiative is to capture the contribution RoadWise Councils are making towards 

road safety. WALGA’s RoadWise developed the RoadWise Framework to assist RoadWise Councils in aligning interventions 

and actions delivered with best practice road safety within 

the functional areas and influence of Local Governments.  

The RoadWise Councils have been consistent with 

implementing effective activities which contribute towards 

improving road safety performance. Below is a summary of 

activities delivered throughout the region and captured so 

 
27 road safety activities delivered by 
the respective Shires have been 
captured so far in the 2025/2026 
reporting period 
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OFFICIAL 

far in the 2025/2026 reporting period that highlight some of the key actions which are aligned to effective, evidence-based 

road safety application.  

 

Road Manager & Planning Authority Leadership & Community Development 

• Commenced network-wide road safety 
assessments (audits) to inform long-term 
planning and road safety investment.  

• Delivered treatments including road widening, 
sealed shoulders, roadside barriers, 
intersection upgrades, chevron alignment 
markers, audible edge lines and centre line 
marking. 

• Improved pedestrian safety such as improved 
lighting at crossings, paved footpaths and 
grade separating pedestrian facilities, and 
pedestrian refuge islands. 

• Achieved speed reduction in some areas and 
have applications pending for speed reduction 
in some areas 
 
 

• Promoted road safety activities through 
specific communications. 

• Community led road Safety 
activities/campaigns 

• Community engagement in design 
development of complex solutions to identified 
potential road safety issues. 
 

Fleet Manager & Employer Road Safety Management 

• Provide staff with training opportunities to 
strengthen road safety expertise.  

• Review and strengthen Fleet Policy to include 
road safety elements as part of procurement 
process for Council light vehicle fleet. 

• Assessed baseline road safety capacity and 
capability, initiating identification of priority 
actions.  
 

 

Funding Opportunities 

Streets Alive 

Main Roads WA, WALGA and Town Team Movement have the shared goal of creating vibrant, safe and connected 

communities where empowered citizens are engaged in the planning and transformation of their local streets, making 

them inclusive places where people of all ages and abilities feel safe and welcome to walk, ride, wheel, play or drive. 

Stream 1 of Streets Alive invites funding applications for up to $10,000.  

Date Open: Monday, 16 February 2026 

Date Closed: Midnight Thursday, 16 April 2026 

For more information or to apply see Streets Alive. 

 

Learning and Development 

Safe System for Local Government Workshop 

The Safe System for Local Government Workshop series was established in 2023 with the objective of improving Local 

Government’s capability in providing safe local roads across Western Australia. 
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OFFICIAL 

Main Roads WA has partnered with WALGA, to deliver the workshops in conjunction with the Western Australian Centre 

for Road Safety Research, University of Western Australia, and the University of Adelaide’s Centre for Automotive Safety 

Research. 

The workshop invites Local Government Elected Members, Executive staff and officers to gain up-to-date knowledge in 

road safety, apply best practice in safe system and use tools to assist in influencing decision makers towards investigating 

safer roads and roadsides. The workshop also integrates opportunities for establishing networks with content experts and 

Local Government staff across WA. 

There are two workshop formats: 

• Three-Day Workshop - A clear overview of key road safety principles, detailed hands-on learning about road safety 

and how to apply it within the Local Government context. This workshop is aimed at Local Government officers, 

and optional for Elected Members and Executive staff.  

• One-Day Workshop - A short, focused session for Elected Members and Executive staff, who want a clear overview 

of key road safety principles. 

Date: Tuesday, 17 to Thursday, 19 March 2026 

Location: Shire of Northam Recreation Centre - Peel Terrace, Northam 

Registration is free: 

• Three-Day Workshop - 17 to 19 March 2026 - Register here 

(open to all Local Government Elected Members, Executive staff and officers) 

• One-Day Workshop - 17 March 2026 – Register here 

(aimed at Local Government Elected Members and Executive staff) 

IPWEA Road Safety Audit 

Main Roads WA and Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia (IPWEA) WA Division, Road Safety Audit Panel has 

developed a competency assessed Road Safety Audit training course that must be successfully completed to be eligible to 

apply for accreditation as a Road Safety Auditor in Western Australia.  

The Road Safety Audit course modules have also been developed to allow students who may not wish to complete the 

whole Road Safety Audit course but are interested in learning about any of the wide variety of subjects covered in the 

course, to complete any of the 23 individual modules listed. 

The course comprises the following elements: 

• twenty-three online competency assessed modules, and 

• a competency assessed Practical application module which involves taking part in an assessed road safety audit. 

Webinar: Digital Storytelling for Better, Safer Streets 

This webinar explores how we can help achieve Vision Zero by using video to educate and advocate for improved streets. 

In this watch-anytime webinar, leading Australian researcher and video creator Dr Julian O’Shea walks through five key 

principles for creating videos with impact, and how you can apply this to road safety education. 

Watch webinar 

Road Safety Engineering 

Main Roads WA and IPWEA WA Division, Road Safety Audit Panel has developed a competency assessed Road Safety 

Engineering – Treatment of Crash Locations training course that is a vital training resource for individuals involved in the 

treatment of crash locations. This training must be successfully completed to be eligible to apply for accreditation as a 

Road Safety Auditor in WA. 
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WALGA RoadWise, Gascoyne Regional Road Group Report, February 2026  

 

OFFICIAL 

The course comprises 10 online competency assessed modules. 

RAC WA 

RAC WA has released their ‘Reducing Road Trauma’ series. The following publications may be of interest and can be found 

on their website. 

• The impact of road infrastructure treatments 

• The impact of vehicle safety improvements 

• RAC response to the Inquiry into the safety, regulation and penalties associated with the use of eRideables 

• The impact of crash characteristics 

• The impact of speed limits 

Contact 

For more information or any queries please contact: 
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PRIORITISATION FRAMEWORK 
 

How to use the Framework: 
• If the majority of the factors are towards the left column, the issue is a high priority. 
• If the majority of the factors are towards the middle, the issue requires action, but is not 

a high priority.  
• If the majority of the factors are towards the right column, the issue is a low priority. 
 
Impact on Local Government 
Sector 
Impact on Local Government sector without 
intervention 
 

High Medium Low 

Reach 
Number of member Local Governments affected 
 

Sector-wide 

Significant 
(multiple 

regions, Zones, 
or bands) 

Few 

Influence 
Capacity to influence decision makers 
 

High Medium Low 

Principles 
Alignment to core principles such as autonomy, 
funding, general competence 
 

Strong Partial Peripheral 

Clarity 
Policy change needed is clear and well-defined 
 

Clear Partial Unclear 

Decision-maker support 
Level of support among decision-makers 
(political and administrative) 
 

High Medium Low 

Public support 
Level of support among the public or other 
stakeholders 
 

High Medium Low 

Positive consequences for 
WALGA 
Prospect of positive consequences for WALGA. 
E.g. enhanced standing among members or 
leverage for other issues. 
 

High Medium Low 

Negative consequences for 
WALGA 
Prospect of negative consequences for WALGA 
for not undertaking the advocacy effort. E.g. 
diminished standing among members or other 
stakeholders. 
 

High Medium Low 

Partnerships 
Potential for partnerships with other 
stakeholders 
 

Yes (3+) Possibly (1-2) No (0) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Zone Delegates were requested to provide sufficient written notice, wherever possible, on 
amendments to recommendations within the State Council or Zone agenda to the Zone 
Chair and Secretariat prior to the Zone meeting. 
 
Agenda Papers were emailed 7 days prior to the meeting date. 
 
Confirmation of Attendance An attendance sheet was circulated prior to the 
commencement of the meeting. 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
1. Department of Local Government, Industry Regulation and Safety Update Report 
2. Draft Minutes of previous meeting 
3. Zone Status Report 
4. President’s Report 

 
 

1 OPENING, ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 
 
1.1 OPENING 
 
Zone Chair, Cr Paul Kelly opened the meeting at 10:05am. 
 
1.2 ATTENDANCE 
 

MEMBERS 1 Voting Delegates from each Member Local Government 
  
Shire of Carnarvon Cr Paul Kelly (Chair) – via Teams 
 Ms Amanda Dexter, Chief Executive Officer - non-voting  
  
Shire of Exmouth President Cr Matthew Niikkula 
 Mr Ben Lewis, Chief Executive Officer - non-voting  
  
Shire of Upper Gascoyne President Cr Jimmy Caunt 
 Mr John McCleary, Chief Executive Officer - non-voting  

Jarrod Walker 
  
Shire of Shark Bay President Cr Pietr Stubberfield 
 Ms Michelle Fanali, Executive Manager Community – non-

voting 
  
WALGA Secretariat Mr Mark Bondietti, Policy Manager Transport and Roads 
  
GUESTS  
  
Gascoyne Development 
Commission 

Mr Tim Bray, Chief Executive Officer 

Regional Development 
Australia – Mid West Gascoyne 

Mr Mark Holdsworth, Executive Officer 
Mr Hugh Bertram, Manager Regional Development    

Lyssna Consulting Ms Karin Grima, Director    
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1.3 APOLOGIES 
 

Shire of Shark Bay Mr Dale Chapman, Chief Executive Officer - non-voting 
  
Minister for Gascoyne Hon Minister Hannah Beazley BA MLA  
  
Main Roads WA Ms Andrea Pitcher, A/Asset Management Officer 
 Mr Gaff Murray, Operations Manager – Carnarvon 

 
2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
We, the delegates of the Gascoyne Country Zone acknowledge the traditional owners of 
this land that we are meeting on today and pay our respects to Elders past, present and 
future. 
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Nil. 
 
4 DEPUTATIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
5 AGENCY REPORTS 
 
5.1 GASCOYNE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 
Chief Executive Officer, Tim Bray, provided an update to the Zone. 
 
Noted 
 
5.2 DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDUSTRY REGULATION AND 

SAFETY UPDATE REPORT 
 
The February report from the Department of Local Government, Industry Regulation and 
Safety (DLGIRS) was enclosed as an attachment within the Agenda. 
 
Noted 
 
5.3 REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA 
 
Executive Officer, RDA Mid-West Gascoyne, Mark Holdsworth, provided an update on 
Regional Roads. 
 
Noted 
 
  



Ordinary Council Meeting Schedules 24 March 2026 

 

Item 7.1.2 - Schedule 1 Page 23 

  

 

Gascoyne Country Zone | 20 February 2026 Page 6 
  

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
The previous meeting Minutes of the Gascoyne Country Zone were circulated to Zone 
Delegates and are provided as an attachment to the Agenda. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: President Cr Jimmy Caunt 
Seconded: President Cr Pietr Stubberfield 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Gascoyne Country Zone held on 21 November 2025 
be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
 

CARRIED 
7 BUSINESS ARISING 
 
7.1 STATUS REPORT 
 
A Status Report outlining any recent updates and/or actions taken on the Zone’s previous 
meetings resolutions for both State Council and Zone items was enclosed as an attachment 
within the agenda. These item updates will remain on the Status Report until completed or 
no further action is required by WALGA.   
 
Noted 
 
8 ZONE BUSINESS 
 
8.1 REQUEST TO PRESENT  
By Chantelle O’Brien, Zones Governance Officer 
 
HC Construction Services Pty Ltd 
 
WALGA was approached by HC Construction Services Pty Ltd requesting an opportunity to 
attend various Country Zone meetings to provide a deputation on how to navigate through 
the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangement (DRFA).  
 
HC Construction Services is a WA based company specialising in project management, 
consultancy and construction delivery. HC is a WALGA Preferred Supplier and has worked 
with several Local Governments to manage disaster relief funding claims. This includes by 
way of road condition video using their internally developed RF Vid Assist system. 
 
The proposed presentation would include some tips, dos and don’ts, advice on pre disaster 
evidence requirements, and lessons learnt on three or four case studies where applicants 
have encountered problems. The presentation would also include information on how Local 
Governments can prepare a funding application, so they receive the maximum funding 
available in the event of a natural disaster. 
 
Telstra 
 
Boyd Brown, Telstra Regional General Manager WA, is seeking members support to attend 
the April 2026 Gascoyne Country Zone meeting to provide updates on the following topics: 
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• Mobile Network upgrades 
• Co-investment programs 
• Satellite to mobile 
• Network resilience 
• Any other topic of interest  
 
Kolbany Yanginy – Local Government Reconciliation Resource. 
  
WALGA and Reconciliation WA are offering presentations to Zones on the new Kolbang 
Yanginy website, a collaborative project between Reconciliation WA, WALGA, and State 
Agencies with support from Lotterywest. 
  
The online platform is designed to support Local Governments across Western Australia to 
build strong relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. Focusing on 
key themes like reconciliation, partnerships and placemaking, Kolbang Yanginy provides 
advice, resources, case studies and an interactive map to build capability across Local 
Governments.    
 
The website also provides information about legislative, regulatory and policy requirements 
with respect to Aboriginal heritage and native title, with links to further information from 
State Agencies.  
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved:        President Cr Matthew Niikkula 
Seconded:  President Cr Pietr Stubberfield 
 
That the Gascoyne Country Zone: 
1. does not support a deputation from HC Construction Services Pty Ltd at a future 

meeting in 2026. 
2. supports a deputation from Boyd Brown, Regional Manager Telstra at the 24 April 

2026 Zone meeting. 
3. does not support a deputation from Reconciliation WA/WALGA at a future meeting in 

2026. 
 

CARRIED 
 
8.2 2026 LOCAL GOVERNMENT HONOURS AWARDS 
By Kathy Robertson, WALGA Manager Association and Corporate Governance 
 
The Honours Program recognises and celebrates the outstanding achievements and lasting 
contributions made by Elected Members and officers to their respective Local Government, 
the Local Government sector, WALGA and the wider community. 
 
There are five awards in the 2026 Program: 
1. Local Government Medal 
2. Life Membership 
3. Eminent Service Award 
4. Merit Award 
5. Young Achievers Award 
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All Local Government Elected Members and officers are eligible for nomination for each 
award. 
 
Nominations are open now and will close at 5:00pm on Thursday, 2 April 2026. 
 
Further information about the 2026 Honours Program, including the nomination form and 
guidelines for preparing nominations, are available on the WALGA website. 
 
All awards will be presented later this year at the WALGA Local Government Awards event. 
More details about the event will be announced shortly. 
 
For more information contact Habiba Farrag, State Council Governance Officer, on 
9213 2050 or via email honours@walga.asn.au.  
 
Noted 
 
8.3 WATER MANAGEMENT DISCUSSION PAPER UPDATE 
By Rebecca Brown, WALGA Policy Manager Environment and Waste 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
• WALGA has developed a Water Management in Western Australia Discussion Paper 

exploring issues for Local Governments in managing water resources.  
• To inform the Discussion Paper, WALGA undertook research and direct engagement 

with the sector and reviewed existing Water Advocacy Positions and feedback from 
WALGA Zones. 

• Based on this consultation, the Discussion Paper identifies water security and water 
efficiency as as key themes.  

• Feedback on the Discussion Paper will inform the development of a new water 
management advocacy position.  

• Zones and Local Governments are encouraged to provide comments to WALGA by  
12 March 2026.  

 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
This item relates to WALGA Advocacy Positions 3.1.1 Service Delivery to Aboriginal 
Communities, 4.3 Clearing Permits and Water Licenses and Permits, 6.10 Public Open Space 
(POS) and 6.14 Planning for Water.  
 
ATTACHMENT 
• Water Management in Western Australia Discussion Paper  
 
BACKGROUND 
Local Governments contribute to the management of water through strategic planning, 
land management, development approvals, community behaviour change and, in some 
cases, direct water service provision. Local Governments’ role in water service provision 
includes drainage, water use and re-use and aspects of wastewater and sewerage services. 
The challenges for future water management are escalating across Western Australia due 
to population growth, climate change and increased competition for limited water 
resources. 
 
To inform the Discussion Paper WALGA reviewed its existing Water Advocacy Positions and 
motions, feedback from WALGA Zones and undertook research and direct consultation with 
the sector. Consultation included workshops with both metropolitan and non-metropolitan 
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Local Governments, an online session with 40 officers focused on water security and 
efficiency and a regionally focused session with 30 Local Government representatives 
exploring the barriers to being waterwise in a regional setting. In addition, WALGA 
conducted 14 one-on-one interviews with officers from 22 metropolitan, regional and 
remote Local Governments to better understand key issues. Further insights were gained 
through meetings with officers from the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation and the Water Corporation, as well as internal discussions with WALGA. 
 
COMMENT 
From consultation and research WALGA has undertaken with Local Government, two key 
themes consistently emerged - water security and water efficiency.   
 
Water security relates to the reliable availability, adequate quantity and acceptable quality 
of water needed to support human health, economic development and environmental 
amenity. Issues identified include:  
• Infrastructure: Funding to repair and upgrade aging Local Government water 

infrastructure including irrigation, drainage and stormwater systems and to improve 
reliability of State-managed assets. 

• Alternative Sources: Diversifying water supply through non-traditional sources such 
as recycled water, stormwater harvesting, or desalination to support community 
assets. 

• Licensing: Reforming the current water licensing system, including equity, access and 
regulatory enforcement. 

• Access: Addressing barriers to equitable water access, particularly for regional and 
remote communities. 

• Use: Planning for water allocation and consumption across sectors. 
 
Water efficiency is focused on reducing unnecessary water loss through better practices, 
technologies and infrastructure. Issues identified include:  
• Technology: Adopting waterwise technologies to enhance water efficiency.  
• Water Literacy and behaviour change: Increasing water literacy within Local 

Government and the community to support change management and adaptation 
within communities.  

• Water Sensitive Urban Design: Improving understanding to encourage the adoption 
of efficient technologies and design standards to reduce water consumption across 
public and private infrastructure. 

 
Local Governments across Western Australia are addressing water security and efficiency 
through various actions across strategic infrastructure planning, innovative water 
management practices and community awareness. A new Water Management Advocacy 
Position will ensure WALGA can effectively advocate on behalf of the sector in relation to 
this issue. The Discussion Paper includes options to address these issues and questions for 
the sector relating to each of the key areas.  
 
Feedback on the Discussion Paper will inform the development of a new water management 
advocacy position. All Zones and Local Governments are encouraged to provide comments 
to WALGA by 12 March 2026.  
 
Noted 
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8.4 CONSULTATION ON DRAFT CLIMATE CHANGE ADVOCACY POSITION 
By Rebecca Brown, WALGA Policy Manager Environment and Waste 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
• WALGA is undertaking consultation on a revised Climate Change Advocacy Position.  
• This Draft was developed following initial consultation, consideration by State Council 

in March 2025 and feedback from the Environment Policy Team of State Council.  
• Since WALGA’s current Advocacy Position and Policy Statement were endorsed in 

2018, there have been significant legislative, policy, technological and scientific 
changes. 

• An updated climate change advocacy position, which complements other WALGA 
advocacy positions, will provide a sound basis for WALGA’s advocacy.  

• WALGA is seeking Council endorsed feedback by 1 May 2026.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
This item is intended to replace WALGA’s 2018 Climate Change Advocacy Position and 
Policy Statement. 
 
ATTACHMENT 
The Consultation Paper is available online.  
 
BACKGROUND 
Climate change, and related legislation, policy and action, have implications for many 
aspects of Local Governments’ operations and services. More frequent and severe 
droughts, heatwaves, bushfires, extreme rainfall events and warming, rising sea levels are 
increasing the costs and complexity of delivering critical services, infrastructure and 
ensuring community wellbeing.  
 
In 2018,  State Council endorsed a Climate Change Policy Statement and advocacy position, 
following extensive sector consultation. Since this Advocacy Position was adopted there 
have been significant legislative, policy, technological and scientific changes, including:  
• The national Climate Change Act 2022 and the Western Australian Climate Change 

Bill 2023.  
• The Local Government Amendment Act 2023, which expanded Western Australian 

Local Governments’ general function to include planning for, and mitigating, the 
risks associated with climate change.  

• The release of the Australian Government’s National Climate Risk Assessment and 
National Adaptation Plan in 2025.  

• Escalation of the transition to renewable energy, uptake of electric vehicles and 
energy efficiency standards under the National Construction Code.  

• Climate science and projections (international, national and WA specific) have also 
become clearer regarding the risks posed by climate change and the need for action 
to address the consequential impacts.  
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COMMENT 
It is important that the WALGA climate change advocacy position is updated to reflect these 
changes and the consequent needs and priorities of Local Governments. An updated 
climate change advocacy position, which complements other WALGA advocacy positions, 
will provide a sound basis for WALGA’s advocacy.  
 
Following initial consultation, consideration by State Council in March 2025 and feedback 
from the Environment Policy Team, WALGA has developed a revised, draft Climate Change 
Advocacy Position for Local Government feedback.  
 
WALGA Environment and Waste Team members will be attending Zone meetings in April 
2026 to support zone discussions on the draft Advocacy Position.  
 
WALGA is seeking Council endorsed feedback on the draft Climate Change Advocacy 
Position by COB Friday, 1 May 2026. Feedback can be provided to 
environment@walga.asn.au.  
 
Following consideration of this feedback a final draft advocacy position will be developed 
and provided to Zones and State Council for consideration, expected to be in July 2026.  
 
Noted 
 

8.5 DISASTER READY FUND: ROUND 4 ANTICIPATED TO OPEN IN MARCH 2026 
By Rachel Armstrong, WALGA Policy Manager Emergency Management  
 
The Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) is the Australian Government’s key funding program to 
support projects that reduce disaster risk and strengthen community resilience.  
 
Round Four of the DRF is expected to open in March 2026 with approximately $200 million 
available nationally. A strong focus on construction-ready, infrastructure-based mitigation 
projects with clear risk reduction benefits is expected. This is similar to Round 3 which 
prioritised infrastructure-based projects such as flood levees, cyclone shelters, warning 
systems. A list of Round 3 projects funded is available at Disaster Ready Fund | NEMA). 
 
WALGA is providing early notice to Zones and member Local Governments to consideration 
of both individual and collaborative project opportunities, and pre-planning ahead of the 
formal announcement. 
 
The DRF is administered by DFES, in Western Australia. Further information is available at 
Disaster Resilience Grants - Department of Fire and Emergency Services and by emailing 
DisasterResilienceGrants@dfes.wa.gov.au. 
 
DRF Round 4 is likely to be released in March 2026, and encourage Local Governments to 
consider shared or individual disaster risk reduction projects 
 
WALGA will advise the Sector when the DRF is formally announced. 
 
Noted 
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8.6 DRAFT RENEWABLE ENERGY PLANNING CODE 
By Kieran McGovern, WALGA Senior Policy Advisor, Planning   
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
• WALGA Advocacy Position 6.17 Renewable Energy Facilities calls for changes to the 

renewable energy State planning framework to ensure it is fit for purpose to guide the 
ongoing development of the sector. 

• The State Government has released a draft Renewable Energy Planning Code and 
Guidelines with the aim of establishing a consistent assessment framework, clear 
development standards, and improved certainty around impacts such as noise, 
landscape, environmental considerations, and safety. 

• The Code initially focuses on wind farms but is designed to expand to other renewable 
technologies, requiring detailed technical reporting and encouraging (but not 
regulating) community benefit‑sharing agreements. 

• Proposed regulatory amendments would align local planning schemes with the Code 
and classify renewable energy projects valued at $20 million or more as mandatory 
significant development, shifting decision‑making authority to the WAPC. 

• WALGA strongly encourages consideration of the draft Code by Zones. Local 
Governments should make their own submissions on the draft Code by 10 April 2026 
and provide feedback to WALGA to inform our submission on behalf of the sector by  
27 February 2026. Council endorsed submissions are preferred. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
• Draft Renewable Energy Planning Code and Guidelines 
• Information Sheet - Proposed Amendments to Local Planning Scheme Regulations 
• Information Sheet - Proposed Amendments to Significant Development Regulations 
• WALGA summary of the draft Renewable Energy Planning Code 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
WALGA’s proposed advocacy approach is consistent with WALGA Advocacy Positions:  
• 6.1 Planning Principles and Reform  
• 6.4 State Development Applications and Decision Making 
• 6.16 Energy Transition Engagement and Community Benefit Framework 
• 6.17 Renewable Energy Facilities 
• 6.18 Priority Agriculture.  
 
BACKGROUND 
The growth in the number, size, and complexity of renewable energy facilities across 
Western Australia is expected to continue as energy generation and other traditional 
industries de-carbonise their facilities and operations. As a result, the placement and 
management of renewable energy facilities have become contentious issues in local 
communities across Western Australia.  
 
In September 2024, WALGA's State Council endorsed three advocacy positions to address 
concerns related to renewable energy. Advocacy Position 6.17 Renewable Energy Facilites 
noted that the existing Western Australian Planning Commission's (WAPC) Position 
Statement: Renewable energy facilities was inadequate to address these concerns, leading 
to inconsistent application and approvals of renewable energy facilities across the State. 
 
The advocacy position calls for the existing Position Statement: Renewable Energy Facilites 
to be elevated to a State planning policy, to provide the highest level of planning policy 
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control and ensure the state planning framework is fit for purpose to guide the ongoing 
development of the sector.  
 
On 12 December 2025, the State Government released a draft Renewable Energy Planning 
Code (the Code) and associated Guidelines for public consultation. The Code has been 
prepared to provide guidance to industry, Local Government and communities by:    

• introducing a consistent development assessment framework for renewable energy 
infrastructure across Western Australia. 

• establishing clear development standards and application requirements. 
• addresses potential land use and environmental impacts, such as noise and 

landscape considerations. 
 
The initial focus of the Code is on wind farms, with flexibility to expand to other renewable 
energy developments, including solar farms and battery energy storage systems.  
 
The draft Code covers key planning issues such as safety, noise, shadow flicker, landscape 
and visual impact, natural environment, natural hazards, aviation safety, electromagnetic 
interference, transport, construction, and decommissioning. 
 
Under the proposed Code, development applications must include detailed technical 
reports, whilst community benefit-sharing agreements are encouraged, these agreements 
sit outside of the planning system.  
 
To enable implementation of the Code, regulatory amendments are proposed to the 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 to support 
incorporation of the Code into local planning schemes through Model Provisions, introduce 
standard land-use definitions that will apply to all local planning schemes and guide 
assessment of new noise-sensitive development near existing or approved wind farms. 
 
There are also proposed reforms to the Planning and Development (Significant 
Development) Regulations 2024, which will classify renewable energy development 
applications valued at $20 million or more as mandatory significant development. These 
projects will be assessed and determined by the WAPC under the State Significant 
Development Pathway (under Part 11B of the Planning and Development Act 2005), and 
Local Governments role will be to provide commentary to the development application, but 
final decision-making authority will rest with the WAPC.  
 
Consultation on the draft Code and Guidelines closes 10 April 2026. 
 
COMMENT 
WALGA’s has advocated for changes to the renewable energy State planning framework to 
ensure orderly and proper planning of renewable energy facilities and therefore welcomes 
the release of the draft Renewable Energy Planning Code and Guidelines by the State 
Government for public comment. This draft Code represents a significant step toward 
establishing a consistent planning framework to guide the ongoing development of 
renewable energy facilities across WA - providing important clarity and guidance to WA 
Local Governments. 
 
The proposed amendments to classify renewable energy projects over $20 million as 
'mandatory significant development' that must be determined by WAPC does not align with 
WALGA's Advocacy Position 6.4 State Development Applications and Decision Making, as 
it has the potential to erode Local Government decision making powers and community 
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input. WALGA’s position is that Part 11B should be abolished, or, if it is retained, the cost 
threshold should be raised to $50 million. 
 
WALGA considers it is essential that the requirement for community benefits be mandated. 
There are several options that should be examined as potential mechanisms to mandate 
community benefit-sharing agreements, including (but not limited to) amendments to 
existing planning or energy legislation or new, standalone legislation. 
 
There is also a lack of guidance regarding appropriate land uses in particular zones, 
specifically protecting rural land for agricultural purposes, instead stating that wind farms 
are generally compatible with agricultural land uses. WALGA's position is that regulatory 
amendments are required to create a model zone through the Planning and Development 
(Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 for land identified as high quality agricultural 
land (noting most of this land is located in the South West region) known as the ‘Priority 
Agriculture’. 
 
WALGA held two online information sessions on the Code alongside the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage on 5 and 9 February 2026 for Local Government officers and 
Elected Members respectively.  
 
WALGA will prepare a submission to the State on behalf of the sector to ensure the draft 
Code delivers positive outcomes for Member Local Governments, communities and 
industry. 
 
WALGA strongly encourages consideration of the draft Code by Zones. Local Governments 
should make their own submissions on the draft Code by 10 April 2026 and provide 
feedback to WALGA to inform our submission on behalf of the sector by 27 February 2026. 
Council endorsed submissions are preferred.  
 
WALGA’s submission will be provided to State Council by flying agenda to meet the 
submission deadline. 
 
Noted 
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9 WALGA STATE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
Zone Delegates are invited to read and consider the WALGA State Council Agenda which 
can be found via the link here. 
 
The Zone can provide comment or submit an alternative recommendation on any of the 
items, including the items for noting. The Zone comment will then be presented to the State 
Council for consideration at their meeting. 
 
The State Council Agenda items requiring a decision of State Council are extracted for Zone 
consideration below. 
 
9.1 AVIATION ADVOCACY POSITIONS 
By Negar Nili, Policy Officer Transport and Roads 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
• Two new Advocacy Positions are proposed to strengthen WALGA’s aviation advocacy 

framework and to inform WALGA’s response to future inquiries and/or consultation 
relating to aviation.  

• The aim of the new positions is to provide clearer and more contemporary guidance 
on: 
o the sustainability and ongoing viability of Local Government‑owned regional 

airports; and 
o the affordability, reliability and accessibility of regional and remote air services 

for Western Australian communities. 
• The proposed positions will assist WALGA to advocate more effectively on behalf of 

its Members by: 
o clearly articulating the essential service role of aviation in regional, rural and 

remote Western Australia; 
o strengthening WALGA’s capacity to engage with State and Commonwealth 

governments on aviation policy and funding; and 
o supporting Local Governments facing regulatory, financial and service‑delivery 

challenges associated with regional aviation. 
• The development of the proposed Advocacy Positions has been informed by 

engagement with a sample of Local Governments, which highlighted shared concerns 
regarding high regional airfares, service reliability, capacity constraints and the role 
of aviation in supporting health access, emergency response and regional economic 
development. 

• WALGA currently has two existing aviation Advocacy Positions; however, feedback 
from Local Governments clarified that the inclusion of additional, targeted policy 
positions is essential to better reflect contemporary challenges and to strengthen 
support for Councils. 

• The proposed positions build on existing WALGA policy and provide a stronger basis 
for: 
o sector advocacy; 
o engagement with State Council and Zones to seek feedback; and 
o informing WALGA’s potential submission to the Productivity Commission Inquiry 

into Regional Airfares. 
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